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Animpressive African landscape
digitally printed on glass takes
centre stagein the revival of a1920s
bayside bungalow
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he artwork eontinues from the outdoor area Into the kitcheriand a
windoW for the'splashback echoes the greenery

WORDS Danielle Townsend

PHOTOGRAPHY Dianna Snape Photography

ow considered atranquil suburban
oasis hidden in bayside Melbourne,
it’s difficult to believe that this home
was onceabadly renovated 19205
bungalowwithan ugly red face-brick extension
tothe rear. The first-floor addition withapoorly
configured layout was a notable addition to
the most recent renovation completedinthe
late 1980s. The backyard also had agenerous-
sized gazebo,whichincludedaspaandalarge
. storeroom that took up most of the prime open
space opportunity to the north, turningits back
onthelovely northern aspect.

“The client was primarily concerned with
creatinga functioning family home that had
generous entertainingareas and a better
connectionto the northernrear yard,”
saysarchitect Adam Grundmann frombg
architecture when explaining the client’s brief.

The project involved acomplete cverhaul
of the property — the rear extension was
demolished to make way foranew kitchen
diningand family reom withanadjoining pantry,

laundryand saunato one side. The new living
zone s offset from the existing double-storey
home to create alandscaped light well and level
transitiontothe northernaspect.

However,the work didn't stop there.“Apart
from the obvious programmatic requirements, the
clientsalsowantedacreative point of difference
and not merelyafashionable facelift,”says Adam.

This “creative point of difference” camein the
form of an expansive digitallyimaged glass wall, a
“wonder wall”, which transports those who live
orvisit here thousands of kilometres away to
Africa. Andit’s possible thanks to the wonders of
digital technology.

“Digital photography has radically altered the
landscape forarchitects and our clients,” says
Adam.“Inthe processit has opened up whole
other possibilities for glass”

The client’s father is averyaccomplished
photographerand had a series of magnificent
wildlife and landscape shots fromarecent trip
to Africa. The original photographyartwork was
supplied asahigh-resolution image. “We chose




The clean lines

of the home are
afar cry from the
existing residence

asection of animage depictingalioninlong
grass,” continues Adam. “We cropped asection
of the grasses from this shotand were able to
enhancethe green coloursand focus depthin
Photoshop to ensure the image was not too
pixellated whenrealised inactualscale”

The grasses create an extension to the
landscape in the relatively small courtyard
to the rear, with the portrayal of true-to-life
landscape hues accentuating the natural
scenery tothe external pool area with limited
landscape possibilities.

“Glass was chosento provideadramatic
canvas forthe home,”says Adam.“The effect
of borderinglush grasslandsisn’tanattempt to
create the grand 3Dillusion so muchas reinforce
asense of atranquil suburban casis. The digitally
imaged glass wall accentuates the depth of the
propertywithaseamless transitioninside to out.”

The entire glazed feature stretchesan
incredible uninterrupted 15 metres and stands
more than three metres high. Viridianand
DigiGlass combined to provide the glazing
technology necessarytoallowthe architectand
client’s remarkable vision.
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The externalsystem saw theimage printed onto
aoyémmfilm (DigiGlass)and laminated witha
layer of o.76mmwhite film betweenthe twosheets
of smmcleartoughenedglassontoafibrecement
substrate. Interior glazed elements are screen-
printed digitalimagery onthe back of 6mm Starfire
clear glass onablack melamine substrate.

“The major challenge toassemble sucha
detailedimaged over such alarge arearequired
careful calibrationand set-out of each panel,”
says Adam. “Rigorous co-ordination was
required between builder, cabinetmaker, glazier
and the digital printing company to ensure the
facilitation of these panels.”

Test prints were created and challenged
onthe particular glass as wellas spacing to
allow for fixed, moveable and lockable panels.
The set-out was critical to ensure thatany
penetrations through the glass foraccessto
hardware installation was accurate and any
moveable panels could move freely without
conflict with adjacent panels. Each glazed panel
was individually sized to suit the function of the
particular panel,whether laundryaccess dooror
ajoineryelement.
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Resistance to image fadingwas acritical
consideration and the decision to proceed
with the project came with a 20-year colour-
fidelity guarantee.

Whenit comes to energy-efficiency, this
home, now dubbed the “Savannah House” ticks
many of the necessary boxes. Viridian Low-E
double glazing was utilised in the large expanses

i

frontlawnand provides water for the gardens.
The main livingareaand kitchen now benefit
from cross-ventilation and solar gain with views
tothelap poolandentertainment zone.“The
connection fromthe new family/kitchen/meals
zonetothenorthern courtyardand poolarea
isaseamlesstransition further enhanced by the
feature glass wall that spans the two spaces,” says

“The clients also wanted a creative point of
difference and not merely a fashionable facelift.”

of glass tothe northern addition, while highlight
louvres have been designed to expel heat during
summer months. Internal courtyards and opening
windows create cross-ventilation opportunities
and take advantage of cooling seabreezes.

Also, hydronic floor heating and a polished
concrete slab take advantage of the northern
sun, providing a heat sink for winter months.
Aseries of 20 solar electrical panels were
installed on the new northernadditionand
provide electricity that is fed back into the grid.
A1o,000-litre water tank was installed under the

Adam of his favourite part of the renovated space.
Althoughabigsplurge financially,
implementing this dramatic glass feature wall has
paid off not only for the owners, who nowenjoy
the fruits of their father’s photography daily, but it
wasalso shortlisted inthe Viridian Glass Awards.
“The feature glass wall is the obvious jewel
of this renovation; however, the relationship
between the client,architect and builder was
the keyingredient to the overall success of
this project,” says Adam.“It wasacomplete
collaboration” {il



project particulars

This project was designed by
BG ARCHITECTURE

13 Martin Street, St Kilda Vic 3182
03 9525 3380
adam@bgarch.com.au

This project was built by
ADCON CONSTRUCTIONS
0415 377 796

Budget: $3500/m*

FLOORING :

Kitchen/dining/living: Polished concrete

Bedroom/stair: 100 per cent wool carpet
_Outdoor: Anston paving various sizes in

White Cathedral

Other: Spotted gum flooring at entry and

main corridor

WALLS

Kitchen: Screen-printed toughened glass
with photographic image by Future Glass
Dining: Floor-to-ceiling anodised aluminium
glazing

Living: Feature Emperite joinery; Dulux
quarter-strength Sago

Bedroom/stair: Plasterboard Dulux quarter-
strength Sago

Outdoor: DigiGlass clear toughened glass
laminated with photographic interlayer
Other: Western red cedar cladding

KITCHEN

Benchtop: CaesarStone Snow
Splashback: Toughened glass anodised
aluminium window

Cabinetry: Wenge veneer and Future Glass
screen-printed glass face to black
melamine substrate

Appliances: Liebherr integrated fridge,
Qasair rangehood, Miele oven and
dishwasher, AEG cooktop
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BATHROOM FITTINGS

Cabinetry: Wenge veneer doors, Pietra
Grigio honed marble top

Basin: Apaiser Orbit

Shower/bath: Apaiser Haven

LIGHTING
LPA and Masson

WINDOWS + EXTERNAL DOORS
Viridian Low E and double-glazed Low
E windows and doors with anodised
aluminium Capral 400-series frames

OUTDOOR

Paving: Anston paving various sizes in

White Cathedral

Drain: Feature pool with concealed spill-
edge drain

Landscape architect:

Sam Barber 0417 358 357

Glass: Viridian

www.viridianglass.com
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